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LAND MONOPOLY

London, Hng-
land—More than
one-half the land
of England and
Wales Is owned
by 4,300 persons.
Nearly 30,000,000
—or two-thirds of
the entire popu-
lation—are land-
less. Eight per
cent. of the pop-
ulation of Great
Dritain  llve in
houses with only
one bedroom, Hs-
timating the to-
tal national .in-
come at $9,206,-
000,000, this in-
come is divided
one-half to filve
and one-half mil-
lion persons and onehalf to the re-
maining thirty-nine millions of the
population.

One-Third of Land for Pleasure.

Excluding Scotland and Ireland,
it $9,205,000,000, this income is divided
one-half to five and one-half million
persons and one-half to the remaining
live in houses with only one bedroom.
Estimating the total national income
where the condition is worse, in Eng-
land and Wales one-third of all the
land is unused for agriculture, indus-
try or housing, In the striking phrase
of the late Sir Henry Campbell-Ban-
nerman, it Is “more of a pleasure
ground for the rich than a treasure
house for the nation.” IPour hundred
peerg and peeresses, to use Mr, L, G.
Chiozza Money's carefully prepared
figures, own §,730,000 amcres; 1,800
great landowners own 8,500,000 acres;
2,600 squires own 4,320,000; 9,600
greater yeomen own 4,780,000; 24,400
lesger yeomen own 4,140,000; 220,000
small proprietors own 4,000,000; 700,
000 cottagers own 150,000; while of
the remaining 3,000,000 acres half Is
owned by public bodies and haif lles
waste. If the ownership be averaged,
it will be found that a peer holds an
average of 14,325 acres; a great land-

IN GREAT BRITAIN.

has promoted agricultural depreasion,
low wages, unemployment and discon-
tent. *It Is notorious,” said a city of
London barrister, “that large areas of
land which might be with advantage
farmed by desirable tenants willing to
pay a falr market rent are kept back
by owners, who either sit on the prop-
oerty in the hope of belng eventually
able to hateh a higher price, or pre-
gerve it for the purpose of game or
ornament for reasons of social pres-
tige or sheer sporting instinet. The
extent of this retention of land is con-
clusively evidenced by the numerous
applications that flow In for avery
farm that Is thrown upon the market
and by the frequent abortive endear-
ore by actual or would-be small farm-
ars to obtaln at current market rate
new or additional land for agricultur-
al purposes.” The evils of this state
of affairs are manifest. Not only are
many persons thus deprived of the
employment which otherwise they
would be enjoying, but this swelling of
the ranks of the unemployed, some of
whom remaln In the country and some
go to the cities, tends to diminish
wages, and, so far as farm products
are concerned, to Increase prices.
Poverty, taxation, agriculturs, unem-
ployment, housing, the whole economy
of the social system, are affecterl by
ihe land problem.
Very “Soft” for Noble Duke,

The unnecessary burden which falls
upon industry by landlordism in the
form of mining royalties ls another
evil result, Mr, Lloyd-George, the Lib-
eral chancelor, estimated it at $40.-
000,000 a year. The average amount
of royalty on iron ore is 60 cents a
ton on every ton brought to the surf-
ace and 18 cents on coal. This is pald
to landlords for mining royalties In
addition to ordinary leases or “dead
rents,” In British phrase. Of the coal
mines visited one example will suf-
fice. A coal mine operating company
fourteen years ago sank the mine at
an expense of $2,600,000, and, although
as yet no coal has been taken out, the
company has paid In mining royaltlies
to the duke of Newcastle more than

Village on Duke of Norfolk's Estate.

owner, £,538; a squire, 1,661; a greater
yeoman, 486; a lesser yeoman, 170; a
small proprietor, 18, and a cottager,
less than half an acre.

300,000 Leave Farms in Decade.

What s the effect of this concen-
tration of land in the hands of the
few?

“Land is the mother and lsbor the
a distingulshed
economist hag written. Land coneen-

ted In a few hands increases the
vroblemn of poverty, which Mr. Horace

1. Bamuel defines as “the economie

iscomfort occasloned to vast masass

! the population by ths nnequal dis-

ributien of wealth.” The use of the
1and is necessary for economlie produo-
tion, whether agricultural or indus
trial, and for housing, whether In eity
or country. The whole trend of elvili-
zation just now is away from agrieul
ture and toward Industriallsm, In
England this tendency s most marked.
Less than nine per cent. of the popu-
latlon of England are now engaged in
agriculture, 300,000 having abandoned
the farm in the Ilast ten years, as
many leaving the farm In =2 single
decade as the entire number of farm
owners In the state of Missourl, In
the United States one person in three
is engaged In agriculture in some
form; in all Great Britaln and Ireland
only one in ten I8 so engaged, and the
proportion 18 growing rapidly less,
The general tendency of the situation,
to quote the sigoificant and measured
words of Mr. Asquith, the British
prime minister, 18 “a process of deple-
tion at one end and congestlon at the
othar, by which every year fresh ad-
ditions of recrultg are being made to
the ranks of the casual and unem-
Ployed.”

, kand Hogging Spawns Great Evile.

Lard concentration In Great Britaln

$600,000. Nearby is a quarry from
which the landlord drew $7,600 for
the clay extracted.

As in agriculture and in mining, so
in the towns for factory and business
sites the land concentration makes for
higher burdens. Some concrets in-
stances, vouched for by Mr. H. R.
Stockman, who has made a study of
the question, will show the result.
"“The obvlous creator of land wealth,”
said thai canny Scotchman, Andrew
Carnegls, “is not the Individual, but
the community.” Mr. Ballour, in an
address in the house of commons,
sald: “The value of all land, any-
where, just as the value of a rallway,
wherever it moy be and by whomso-
ever It was made, by the state or by
private individuals, the value of this,
a8 well as of every other kind of prop-
erty, depends upon the community.”
But to whom does the unearned incre-
sent go?

Unearned Fortunes for Landlords.

In fifty years the ground rent of the
town of DBurton-op-Trent Inereased
from $10,000 to §350,000. An absentee
owner, the marquls of Anglesey, as
landlord recelves this rent, His local
taxes or rates are §390,

Sheflield, one of the greatest magu-
facturing clties in England, is owned,
in greater part, by the duke of Nor-
folk. A dry goods merchant in that
city held o lease on land at 875 =
year. Beven years before the lease
would have expired the duke granted
a4 renewal on condition that the ten-
ant surrendered the unexpired part of
the lease, paid $760 a yesr rent in.
stead of $76, spent $6,000 in lmproving
the building and continued to pay all
the taxes,

A large part of the ground upon
which London's bulldings prand s
owned by certaln yich peers. Laad o

not sold by them, but leased or rented.
The renter erects, st his own expense,
such bulldings as he noeeds, and pays
all the taxes. When his lease explires
he must pay the Increased rent which
his own improvements make possible
to charge, or else move, nbandoning
his own building. Some recent sales
ghow the almost fabulous price which
the absentee landowneor recelves when
he does sell London real eswate in the
more favored sections,

What Is Great Britain to do about
it? Democracy, which is, or at least
ghould be, the policeman and the part-
ner of industry, 18 already in the Uni
ted Kingdom doing something and
plans to do more. "Let well enough
alone” no longer eatisfies, muech less
“let bad alone, lest the change bring
worse."

National Ownership Makes Headway.

Three general plans of land reform
have been seriously considered, and
each, to a degree, has been adopted.
The three plans are nationallzation
of the land, the small holdings policy,
and taxation. Twenty years ago the
great Gladstone said: “If the time
comes when the British nation finds
that the land should be mnationalized,
and it is wise to do it, they have a
perfect right to do so0."” Nationaliza-
tion, which means the ownership by
all the people of all the land, is open-
Iy talked. Indeed, it is put Into prac-
tical effect to a degree in government
purchase and ownership in the land
purchase acts, That striking form of
nationalization known as the single
tax, which “prides itself on being ef-
fected without compensation and by
the confiscation by the state of eco-
nomic rent,’" has many strong rdvo
cates. Rent being a value created by
the whole community, say its support-
ers, should belong to the whole com-
munity. All economic rent, the rent
of the actual land apart from the im-
provements, is unearned increment.
The single taxers would confiscate not
the land to the state, but the rent.

Compulsory Sale and Leasing.
Another form of land nationalization

is considered, though not serlously.
This Involves the taking over of all |
the land by the state, with compensa- &
tion to the landlord. Small holdings |
by compulsory purchases and small
holdings by compulsory Ileasing are
other plang actually pursued. Under
these schemes the landlord {8 com-
pelled to sell or lense small acreages
for actual farm use, Land hire by the
state and land purchase are involved
in this general scheme. A more dras-
tlec measure has just been proposed by
Mr. Will Thorne on the house of com-
mons, Under the Thorne bill it would |
be illegal for any person to hold, in ag- |
ricultural districts, any land, exceed- |
ing fifty acres In extent, in a waste or |
uncultivated state, unless it shall not
be possible to cultivate such land at a
profit, or unless It shall have been |
devoted to some purpose of public
utility.

“A Tax to Burst Land Monopoly.”

The real attack upon the evils of the
present land ownership, the one about
which the fiercest contention has ta-
ken place, is that in Lloyd-George's
budget of taxation. Many forms of
land taxation have been proposed,
consldered and, occasionally, adopted.
Land value taxation, in some form, en-
ters into discussion everywhere. This
new land taxation, however, recently
carried into effect by the Liberal gov-
ernment, is not a tax to ralse revenue,
but, to quote the pungent phrase of
the chancelor of the exchequer in pro-
posing it, “a tax to burst the land
monopoly.” This new system of taxa- |
tion included five per cent. duty on
mining royalties, a taxation of gifts of |
nature or windfalls. It included a tax |
on the capital value of unworked min- ,
ernls, thus stimulating the exploitation
of mines hitherto unworked. The im-
portant principles of the new taxation, |
however, are Involved in the incre |
ment- tax, the tax on undeveloped |
building land and on leasehold rever-

slons, Under these sections two tax
values are placed on land, the sltei
value and the improved value. The

tendency of the tax, as shown by ua:

actual workings, I8 to bring more
building land into the market, thus
relieving congestion in the cities and
the country.

Under the system of long lease-
holds, which 18 peculiar to Great Bri-
tnin, the owner of ths frechold ob-
talns, on the expiration of the lease—
its “falling in,” to employ an English
phrase—"a property which has sub-
stantially increased in value by reason
of the general growth of the commun-
ity and indepsndently of any expendi-
ture of labor or enterprise on the part
of the owner.”

The budgat loviea ten per cent. duty
upon the margin by which ths lease-
hold has appreciated since it was last
granted. Agricultural leases are ex-
empt from this duty, as are ail leases
made within the last twenty-one years.

20 Per Cent. Increment Duty.

“Founded on the pame prineclple,”
pointed out Mr. Horace B. Bamusl, in
digcussing thig effort to burst the land
monopoly, “is the actual Increment
duty itaelf. This Is a duty of 20 per
cent., levied at death, on transler, or
at Intervals of fifteen years (about the
average period at which all land in the
United Kingdom, through one cause
or another, changes hands) on the ac-
tunl site value." Supplementary to
these novel forms of taxation—regard-
ed by many in Great Britain as revolu.
tionary—Iis a provision for a universal
valuation of all the land affected,

The organization of opportunity for
all, Is the program of the British dem-
ocracy today. To this end, monopoly
of ownership of land, which limits op-
portunity to the few, must in some
way be abolished., To this high task
does Great Britain address herself,
The result Is on the knees of the gods

(Copyright, 1915, by Joseph B. Bowles)

By A. NEELY HALL
Author of “Handicratt for Hendy Bors,” *“Ilie Boy Craftsman,
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METAL-WORK GIFTS FOR CHRIST-
MAS.

Very attractive Christmas gifts can
be mada with brass and copper, and in
this article are shown o few of sim-
ple deslgn. No, 30, brass or copper, is
of the right thickness for working
materinl., Sheet copper can be ob
tained from any sheet-metal roofing
concern, and you can purchase sheet
brass through the proprietor of a
machine shop or at an art store.

The teapot stand shown in Fig. 1
has a ecircular wood disk of %-inch
whitewood or basswood 5 13-16 Inches
in diameter, on which the metal is
mounted. Cut out the disk with a
compass saw, or other fine saw, and
gmooth the edges with a wood flle or
chisel; then sandpaper it. Cut a strip
of brass or copper of the proper width
and length to form a metal band for
the edge of the base, and tack it to
the edge with small round-head nalls
(bragss or copper), spacing them
gbout 3 Inch apart. Cut the top
covering 6 inches in diameter and
tack it to the base with the same
gize of nails. Descrlbe a clrele about
1; inch inside of the edge of the
brass, and locate the positions for
the nails around this 3 inch apart.
The edge of the brass will project
about 1-16 inch over the brass (Fig. 2).
Drive three rug tacks into the bottom
of the base, as shown, for feet. Fig.
1 suggests a conventionalized water-
lily design that may be marked out
upon the covering for plereing. Use
a 16-penny nail that has its end sharp-
ened to a point for a plercing tool.
Follow the outlines of the design, and
plerce a continuous row of small
holes along them, placing the holes
as close together as possible and
making them of equal size; then fill
in a serles of coarser holes in the
spaces between these rows of holes
to form n background to the design.
As the plercing tool is tapered to a

Fic 8 PATTELN OF CANDLE SHADE
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point, the slze of tha bhols ia, of courae,
determined by the depth to which it is
driven through the metal. -

The pen tray lllustrated in Pig. 3
requires a bottom block 9 inches long,
2% inches wide and % Ineh thiek.
Cut a piecajof brasa or copper of the
sames leangth and width and fasten it
to the top with round head brass or
copper nalls, spacing the nails about
as shown In Mg 3. Then reproduce
the deslgn shown In Flg. 6, by the
proceas of enlarging by squares, Hach
of the small squares drawn across the
design represents a space on the full-
sles pattern 34 inch square. First
lay out upon a plece of paper a serles
of squares In duplieats of thoss shown
on the right hand half of Fig. b, but
each pquare measuring 3% Inch each
way; then number one eénd of the hor-
{zontal lin4s and letter on end of the
vertical lines as shown, and it will be
g simple matter to locate each por-
tion of the design upon your pattern
just mas it 18 shown in the small draw-
ing. With your drawing completed,
trace It off upon the metal, using a
plece of carbon paper with which to
reproduce it; then reverse the draw-
ing for the other half of the design.
After perforating the desidn, and
tacking the metal to the base block,
cut m strip of metal % Inch wide,
bend it to fit around the edge of the
base block, ae shown in Fig, 4, and
tack It to the edge to form & rim to
the tray. Glue a strip of felt to the
bottom of the tray to prevent it from
goratchipg the surface upon which It
stands,

The candlestick shown in Fig. 6
makes a very neat appearing article
if the metal covering is put on care-
fully. Fig. 7 shows the sizes of the
pleces of metal, together with the
designs which are to be perforated
upon them. First prepare the wood
blocks for the base, upright and top
pleces, making them 1-16 inch less
than the dimensions glven upon the
patterns, to allow for the thicknesa
of the metal. Before fastening the
blocks together, prepare the metal
pleces, nail them in place, lay out the
deslgns and perforate them. The sldea
should be cut in one plece and bent
around the corners. The upper cov-
ering of the top and base pleces should
project about 1-16 Inch as shown In
Fig. 6. After nailing the blocks to-
gether, glue a strip of felt to the bpt-
tom of the base.

Lay out the candle shade by the
pattern shown In Fig. 8. As the land
scape deslgn is very simple to draw
out, it will not be necessary to en:
large It by squares. After plercing
and cutting out the plece of braes,
snip the top and bottom edges, cut
ting out small triangular pieces as
shown, and then bend over tho little
flaps thug formed and hammer them
down flat agalnst the inside face ol
the shade. The edge of one end of
the piece should also be turned in
(see dotted line on pattern), and the
opposite edge turned out, and one
hooked into the other as the edges of
a tin can are jolned, and the two ham-
mered down 8o as to make a neat
edge, If you make the ghade out of
brags, fasten brass chaln fringe to
the edge. This can be purchased at a
hardware store. Cut the chain into
3-inch lengths, and hook and eclinch
the end links of the chains through
holes pierced through the edge of tha
shade. A candle shade holder such
as shown in Fig. 9 can be purchased
at a light fixture store for 10 cents.

All the metal work of these articles
must be polished, and this ean be done
by rubbing with metal polish or scour-
ing powder. Lacguers may be pur
chased at the art stores for keeping
brass from tarnishing.

(Copyright, by A, Neely Hall)

Policeman Looked Ahead.

Among the intepesting tales in “A
Little Tour in India" i8 one concern-
ing an official who was approached by
a man who sald that his camels had
been impounded by a policeman for
no just cause, Investigation duly re-
vealed the camels in the pound, to the
number of seventy-six. The police
man, questioned, sald: “Sahib, these
camels were trampling and spolling
the young trees planted by the canal
glde, and this rascal refused to re-
strain them.” BSo the officlal turned
crossly to the man and sald: *““Whnat
the deuce do you mean by complain-
ing to me?” or vernacular to that ef-
fect. But the man shook his head
sadly and sald: “Thera wers no
trees.” Thinking thils littls dlscrep-
ancy rather curious, the officinl rode
down to the canal, taking both par-
ties with him, though the pollesman
remembersd an urgent engagement
elsewhere. Arrived at the canal, no
slgn of a tree. So the official frees-
ingly Inguired where the trees had
been tramplad were, “Oh, sahlb, the
tress which this accursed man's cam-
els trampled are to be planted next
spring!"

Time to Be Taxed.

In Frankfort-on-Main, Germany, ev-
ery person of a responsible age ls
supposed to be well enough off to pay
for his own timekeeper, be it & guar-
anteosd chronometer or an old-time
water-clock. Consequently the eity
authorities see no reason why super-
fluous cloeks which show their faces
in the street should not be taxed, and
all the more so as they gseldom agree
with each other. The tax proposed is
one of from $6 to $12 yearly. It is to
be levied, not in accordance with the
Inaccuracy of each Individual clock,
but according to size.

Got Him With the Goods.
Blll—You say you got caught In a
shower?
Jill—I certainly did.
“Didn't you have any umbrella?"
“Bure. It was the fellow who owned
the umbrella that caught me."

LEFT THE COLONEL THINKING

Probably After This He Made Some
Inquiries Before He Gave Up
His Money,

A certain old colonel was noted fow
his great generosity. He had lost am
arm during one of the ecngagements
In which he had seen service, and
this made him very sympathetic to-
ward all who had experlenced gimilay
losses,

While walking on his estate one
day he met an old one-legged man,
evidently in abject poverty.

“Ah, you have met with n groad
misfortune, like myself, 1 see,” res
marked the colonel,

“Ah" replied the old man, “and,
Mke yersel’, colonel, I have spent m.
great part o' my life in government's

pervice, and seen o lot o hard
work."
“My poor man!"” exclalmed the

kind hearted colonel, ns he pushed m
half dollar Into the old man's hand,
"I fear you have recelved but a poor-
reward for your services.”

“Ye may well say that, colonel”
replied the veteran as he hobbled:
away.

“But,” added the colonel, “yom
fldn't tell me where you served."

“Well, If it comes to that,” the ol
reprobate answered, with a aly
chuckle, “1 served my time in j-jall,
where they gi'ed me 16 years for steak
Ing jewelry!"

SCALY PSORIASIS ON LIMBS.

Troop H, 6th U. 8. Cavalry, Camp
MecCoy, Sparta, Wis.—"I was troubled
with psoriasis for nearly two years
Portions of my arms and limbs were
affected mostly with it. It appeared
in scaly form, breaking out In very
small dots and gradually grew larger
and white scales formed when abouW:
the slze of an ordinary match-head
The looks of it was horrible, which.
made it very unpleasant for me. I8
itched a little at times.

“l tried several treatments which
cured me for a month, but it always
broke out again. One day a friend
saw the advertisement of Cuticurs.
Soap and Ointment In the paper and
I sent for a sample. They helped me,
#o I purchased two more boxes of
Cuticura Ointment and some Cuticurs.
Soap and they completely cured me
It took three months for Cuticurs
Scoap and Ointment to complete my
cure."” (Signed) Walter Mahony, Ooct.
22, 1912,

Cuticura Soap and Ointment sold
throughout the world. Sample of each-
free, with 32-p. Skin Book. Address post
eard "“Cuticura, Dept. L, Boston."—.

What Could He Do?

“I bate to be contradicted,”
sald.

“Then I won't contradict you,” he-
returned.

“You don't love me,” she asserted

“I don't,”” he admitted.

“You are a hateful
cried.

“l am,” he replled.

“l believe you are trying to tease:
me,” she said.

“l am,” he conceded.

“And you don't love me!”

“I don't."

For n moment she wns silent.

“Well,” she sald at last, I do hate
& man who's weak enongh to be le@
by a woman. He onght to have &
mind of his own—and strength.”

He gighed. What else could he do?T

she-

thing!" she

Important to Mothers
Examine carefully every bottle of
CABSTORIA, a safe and sure remedy foe
Infants and children, and see that §8
Bears the
Bignature of
In Use For Over 30 Years,
Children Cry for Fletcher’s Castorin

WiIill Grow Up to Be a Lawyer.

Little Charles {s trying to learn to-
contrel his naturally viclent temper,.
and every adult member of the fame
Iy is eager to help him. The other
children, too, bhave been urged not te-
do anything to render a fall easy.
Charles is an observant and quick--
witted youngster, and the other day,
when his mother proposed condigm
punishment for some act of serious
disobedience, he advanced s noved
plea for mercy.

“Plense don't punish me, mamma,”
he plended. *It makes me 80 ADgTY
to be punished, and I'm trylng so hard
to keep my temper today.”

Dean's Mentholated Cough effloe-
tively drive out colds and stop all throas
kritations—O¢ at Drug Stores.

Hard to Understand Woman,

"0, yuu can't please a woman,"” he
sald, disgustedly: “It's no use trying.™

“What's happened now?"

“lI met that pretty Miss Sweet In
s dark hallway aod kissed her, 1 dido's
think she'd mind, you know."

“And did she mind?"

“Well, she pretended to be very
engry, so I thought I'd smooth things
dwn by telling her that it was all &
mistake; that 1 thought she was some-
body else.”

“And then?"

“Why, then she really
mgn.ll

smouia beWhven R A SR
strengiben t’w body. Never

How to Move Them.

First Rector—I am golng to preach
to the Four Hundred. How can 1 move
them?

Second Rector—You'll have to move
them in lmousines—Judge,

was very

RIS o
il ALl ragism

What She Got.

“lI asked my husband for & little

money this moranlng"

“Did you get mony?"
“Yes, acrimony.”
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